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I t’s been a busy year for the        

Advocates at Family Support Center.  

Never before has there been the    

massive amount of domestic violence 

and sexual assault in the news that we 

have seen this year.  For the first time 

that I can remember, the connection 

between domestic terrorism/mass 

shootings and domestic violence was 

made in popular media.  (Although 

domestic violence agencies have been 

making the connection for years.)  We 

have experienced multiple mass shoot-

ings.  The “Me, too” movement has 

shed light on the staggering number of 

women in this country who have been 

sexually assaulted or harassed.  The 

fallout from that movement has result-

ed in a number of household names 

who have been called out by accusa-

tions of assault.   

This is a moment like no other in our 

history.  Women are courageously 

sharing their stories of abuse, empow-

ered by the strength of this moment.  

Along with that empowerment comes 

reliving their experiences, which is 

often painful.  Some women have 

shared their stories before, and some 

have kept silent until now.  Some 

women (and men) who have chosen to 

not share their stories are deeply im-

pacted by all of the sexual assault sto-

ries in the news.  Friends and family 

members of survivors are learning 

how to support them.  The question 

that begs to be answered is, “What now?”  
What do we do with all of the information 

we are receiving?   

The veil covering the rampant abuse of 

power has been lifted.  We have been  

given this moment in time to take a good, 

hard look at what has been happening in 

our country for far too long.  How do we 

move forward where there is no clear 

path?  So far many of us have questions 

without clear answers.  Will all people 

who abuse their power be held accounta-

ble for their actions, or will it simply be 

the ones in the public eye?  Will we see 

women become more empowered as the 

weight of the burden they have been 

forced to carry is gently lifted?  Will the 

phone lines of Family Support Center, as 

well as other agencies that provide ser-

vices to survivors of domestic violence 

and sexual assault, continue to ring more 

frequently as more women reach out?  

Will there be additional government fund-

ing provided as more survivors step for-

ward?  Is this moment the catalyst for 

long-awaited change in cultural attitudes 

toward domestic violence and sexual as-

sault?   I don’t know.  What I do know, is 

that a conversation has begun.      

If you have been triggered by recent 

events, you can call Family Support    

Center anytime.  Our Advocates are here 

to listen when you are ready to talk.  

715.723.1138 

   ~Lori                                                    
 Resource Development Coordinator  

 

Our Mission:  The Family Support Center empowers all 

individuals, families and communities to live free from 

domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse and     

interpersonal violence through education, prevention 

and intervention. 

Family Support Center is 

seeking dedicated, long-

term On-Call Advocates 

for our crisis line.   

Taking applications now, 

training will begin in        

January. 

If you would like more       

information on our          

volunteer opportunities, 

please contact Lori at 

715.723.1138 or                 

resourcedev@fsccf.org 

2017 2017 2017 A Year of Empowerment 

Now you can support  

Family Support Center 

while you shop at 

Amazon Smile! 

7,397  
Benefited from Family   

Support Center services  

last year! 
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The Staff… 
Executive Director 
Geri   
 

Assistant Administrator 
Sue  
 

Receptionist, Administrative Assistant 
Glori 
 

Resource Development  
Coordinator 
Lori 
 

Domestic Violence Program Director 
Jeni 
 

Domestic Violence Advocates 
Cara 
Erica 
 

Domestic Violence Youth Advocate  
Mattie 
 

Sexual Assault Victim Services  
Coordinators 
Blythe 
Amanda S. 
 

Prevention Project Coordinator 
Grace 
 

Prevention Educator 
Kathryn 
 

Parent Services Program Director 
Becce  
 

River Source Parent Services Provider 
Amanda L. 
 

Family Support & Resource Coordinator 
Shannon 
 

Family Crisis Support Specialist 
Kristin 
 

ATODA Prevention  
Coordinators 
Deb 
Nancy 
 

UWEC Center for Awareness of Sexual 
Assault (CASA)  
Victim Services Coordinator 
Amanda M. 

Teresa Germain, 
President 

Pastor Terri Koca, 
Vice President 

Mary Rose Willi, 
Treasurer 

Lynda Olson,  
Secretary 

Sherrie Dachel 

Terri Hernandez 
Jeanne Fox 
Stella Clark 

Dena Manier 
David Schaller 

Joe Nelson 
Mark Hanson

(Emeritus) 
 

Contact us… 
(715) 723-1138  
or 1-800-400-7020 
Fax: (715) 723-8460 
www.familysupportcentercf.com 
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Walk A Mile Chippewa Valley 2017 
 

O ur fourth-annual Walk A Mile-

Chippewa Valley event took place on 

October 22, 2017 and was a great suc-

cess! Approximately 170 participants 

“walked a mile” in solidarity, and were 

active agents in protesting violence 

against women, men, and children. This 

event is a continuing collaboration with 

Family Support Center, Bolton Refuge 

House, and UWEC’s Gender and Sexu-

ality Resource Center.  
At this event, participants literally 

“walked a mile” in Carson Park. Some 

participants chose to “walk a mile” in 

high-heeled women’s shoes, which had 

been col-

lected by the 

three Good-

will stores 

in the Chip-

pewa Val-

ley. Along 

the path for 

the walk, 

there were 

both infor-

mational 

and inspira-

tional signs. 

There were also signs honoring the 73 

individuals who lost their lives in 2016 

due to domestic violence. The names, 

ages, and counties where the victims 

were killed were included on the signs. 

Sigma Sigma Sigma was instrumental in 

placing signs and shoes along the walk-

ing route.  

 A photo booth and props, donated by 

Goodwill NCW, along with signs that 

indicated why participants were choos-

ing to “walk a mile” added to the event 

and memory-making. Representatives 

from U.S. National Kubb Championship 

taught participants how to play Kubb, 

John Davies played great music, and 

Cullen Ryan and Laura Buchholz from 

Clearwater Comedy emceed the event. 

Fran and Graham from Jarvar’s Photos 

captured moments throughout the day.  

After the walk, raffles continued the 

community support for this event. Do-

nations for raffles prizes came from the 

following generous community mem-

bers and organizations: Spectrum Inc., 

Houligans, The Fill Inn Station, Mil-

waukee Bucks, Metropolis, Wal-Mart, 

Eau Claire Children’s Theater, Eau 

Claire Express, Chippewa Valley Thea-

ter Guild, AMC, Stanley Correctional 

Institutiom, Wagner’s Lanes, One Out 

of One, Mitchell Corbin Art, Anne Fel-

ton, Mancinos, Micon Cinemas, Eevy 

Ivy Over and Vicki’s Frame Shop, EC-

RAC, Children’s Museum of Eau 

Claire, Toppers, Visit Eau Claire, Cold-

Stone Creamery, and the Indoor Sports 

Center.  

A cookout and snacks were prepared 

and sold by Delta Tau Delta- Iota Phi, 

made possible with food donations from 

Indianhead Food Distribution, Ameri-

can Ice Compa-

ny, Chippewa 

Springs, Kreutz-

feldt’s Family 

Orchard, The 

Goat, Micon 

Cinemas, and 

Northwoods 

Brew Pub.  

 This event 

would not have 

been possible 

without the gen-

erous donations 

from our community. TTM Technolo-

gies sponsored the event at the glass 

slipper level, Mason Companies Inc. 

and Scheels sponsored at a stiletto level, 

Mayo Clinic Health Systems and 

Marshfield Clinic sponsored at a pumps 

level, Lake Wissota Family Chiropractic 

and Eevy Ivy Over and Vicki’s Frame 

Shop sponsored at a sneakers level, and 

Pizza del Re sponsored at a flip flops 

level.  

Additionally, the committee was instru-

mental in making this event a success. 

Many, many thanks to Jeni, Mattie, 

Cara, Erica, and Lori from Family Sup-

port Center, Tanya and Abi from Bolton 

Refuge House, Chris from UWEC’s 

Women and LGBTQ Resource Center, 

Kira from Goodwill NCW, and Anna, 

friend and supporter. The many volun-

teers at the event helped everything run 

smoothly, and it was an inspirational 

event for all!  

           ~Jeni                                                  

Domestic Violence Program Director 
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I n 2011, a group of indi-

viduals in and around Chicago, IL, 

formed the Strengthening Families Or-

ganization. Their goal was to provide 

young families with Five Protective Fac-

tors that would help individuals achieve 

success and their communities to be-

come vibrant, healthy and safe. The Five 

Protective Factors that also form the 

foundation of River Source Family Cen-

ter’s community outreach are  

 enhancing parental resilience 

 providing an opportunity for social 

connections to young families 

 providing parents concrete support 

in times of need 

 increasing knowledge of parenting 

and child development 

 supporting healthy social & emo-

tional development in young chil-

dren. 

How fortunate that there is a format for 

providing each of these assets to young 

families, in one fun-filled, free evening! 

Our Parent Café events include a deli-

cious, home-made meal for the families 

and a family craft opportunity, followed 

by a facilitated adult discussion period 

where the children are supervised by 

amazing, capable volunteers from our 

community. A Parent Services Provider 

is certainly available with information 

and research-based advice, but the true 

beauty of the Parent Café model is that 

the parents learn from and teach each 

other as they discuss the planned topic. 

Parents are often as excited to share con-

tact information with each other in order 

to offer support, as they are to seek sup-

port.  

River Source Family Center was able to 

schedule a total of nine Parent Café 

events during 2017. With one Parent 

Café event still to occur at the time of 

this article, 25 adults have increased 

their knowledge of parenting and child 

development and 17 families have had 

new opportunities to connect with other 

young families. Thirty-eight children 

have had an evening of fun, healthy  

social engagement in a safe and positive 

environment.  

T he second year of rural playgroups 

is well underway and Chippewa County 

is showing its appreciation. By the end 

of 2016, 43 new families had taken the 

opportunity to experience either the 

Stanley, Cornell or Bloomer Playgroup. 

Now, as 2017 comes to an end, 39 addi-

tional families with 58 more children 

have explored our rural playgroups.  

In each community, our collaborating 

partners continue to offer spaces for us 

to create a pleasant environment for our 

playgroups. River Source Family Center 

is especially fortunate to have a dedicat-

ed space in Cornell, donated for our use 

by the First Presbyterian Church. This 

allows a greater variety of toys and ac-

tivities for that community’s young fam-

ilies. Cornell families continue to say 

thank you by making the Cornell Play-

group the most attended – how amazing 

to have to wonder if an entire church 

basement is big enough to hold all of the 

families who come together to play on 

Tuesday mornings! 

Our recipe for success continues to in-

clude a positive, engaging environment 

specifically set to invite children and 

their adult family members in to play. 

For the coming year, River Source Fam-

ily Center will continue to provide a 

healthy snack, an opportunity for craft 

time, plus music and story time at each 

playgroup. Each month, we will contin-

ue to provide a new, free book to each 

family as an encouragement to read to-

gether. And, as a result, each of the fam-

ilies that attend will have the opportuni-

ty to strengthen their family bonds and 

increase their positive parenting skills as 

they strive to raise happy, healthy, resili-

ent children. 
 

As the year has progressed, our Parent 

Café events have filled up earlier and ear-

lier. Chippewa County families now re-

serve their spaces in upcoming Parent 

Café events as soon as they are scheduled. 

Be Strong Families is generally credited 

with the conceptualization of the Parent 

Café, so it is with a tip of our cap to that 

organization, that River Source Family 

Center is able to say that our first year of 

Parent Café events has been a huge suc-

cess. River Source Family Center looks 

forward to hosting our second year of Par-

ent Café events, and we are confident that 

our community finds them to be an invalu-

able parenting resource. 

                   ~Amanda                       

            Parent Services Provider 

Happy 1st Birthday to Parent Café! 

The mission of River Source Family Center is to embrace and 

strengthen families with young children by promoting growth 

through education, information, referral and opportunities to 
share experiences. 

 

River Source Family Center is a program of Family Support Center. 

302 
Children benefited from River 

Source Family Center play-

groups, Home Visits, & Family Fun 

Evening Programs 

2017 Was A Busy Year for River Source Family Center! 

Rural Playgroups Are         

Going Strong! 

River Source Family Center’s programs 

are funded in part by United Way 
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Family Support Center 

P.O. Box 143 

Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 
 

715-723-1138 or 1-800-400-7020 

 Healthy snacks 
(cheese sticks, yogurt, 
pretzels, Nutella,   
peanut butter, apple-
sauce, crackers,      
raisins, craisins) 

 Gas gift cards 

 Grocery gift cards 

 Diapers 

 Baby wipes 

 Toilet paper 

 Paper towels 

 Facial tissue 

 Craft supplies 
       (glue sticks, washable 

tempera paints,     
construction paper) 

 Stickers 

 33 gal. garbage bags 

 Large latex-free  
plastic gloves 

 Hand sanitizer 

 Cleaning disinfecting 
wipes 

 Baby socks 

 Young Girls Under-
wear (new) 

 Paper plates 

 Shaving cream (for 

women) 

 Hair gel/spray (small 

bottles) 

 

We are in need of the following items for client use. 
Please drop off items at Family Support Center.   

With a little help you, too, can make a difference! 

Donating Is Easy!   

Visit our website:   

familysupportcentercf.com 

And click on Donate! 

Pleasant Hour HCE, Chippewa County 
WELCA, English Lutheran Church of 
Bateman 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
WELCA, Stanley 

Chippewa Falls Oktoberfest 
Women of the Moose, Chippewa 
Chapter 

United Methodist Women, Bloomer 
Stanley Correctional institute 

Family Support Center 

holiday schedule:   
All Family Support Center offices 

will be closed on Monday & 

Tuesday, December 25 & 26, as 

well as Monday, January 1. 
 

Coming up in early 2018: 
 

January-Stalking Awareness 

Month 

February-Teen Dating Violence 

Awareness Month 

Watch for our kNOw MORE 

event coming up in April! 

The holidays are only two weeks away.  A donation of  

gas and/or grocery gift cards of any amount can make a world of 

difference in the lives of our clients. 

Thank you to the following  businesses and organizations for your 
donations of money and items for clients of Family Support Center 

this quarter. 


